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In the Federal Dispatch on the Promotion of Education, Research
and Innovation for 2008-2011, the Swiss Confederation set a new
emphasis in its foreign science policy, naming eight non-EU countries
with which it wished to broaden and deepen bilateral scientific
relations. Japan is among the priority countries. A bilateral agreement
on science and technology cooperation between the Federal Council
and the Japanese government was signed on July 10, 2007 by former
Vice-President Pascal Couchepin and former Foreign Minister Taro
Aso. As stipulated in the Agreement, regular Joint Committee meetings,
to exchange information and to review cooperative activities, is being
alternately held in a two to three year interval. The first meeting took
place in February 2009 in Bern. The two sides exchanged views on
recent science, technology and innovation policies, activities and
achievements, and agreed that the Countries should further promote
Bilateral collaboration.
Dr. Felix Moesner, Head, Science & Technology Office Tokyo,

Embassy of Switzerland will explain about the collaboration activities
between Switzerland and Japan in the fields of R&D and education.
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